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likely to be altered/ and further that the vicar, whose action
was challenged, chad acted with the concurrence and approval
of the Archbishop of York.513 Since the mayor sought no reli-
gious privileges from the vicar, whose church he did not at-
tend and whose religious duties as chaplain had been limited to
the preaching of one sermon in the mayoral presence, good
sense as well as Christian charity suggested that this was a case
when a blind eye might properly be applied to the telescope.
Halifax thought so, but unfortunately the gentleman who had
made the complaint continued to press it. The Council was at
first disposed to follow Halifax, until it dawned upon the aus-
tere mind of E. G. Wood that he was being asked to condone
an irregularity. He thereupon gave notice of a motion asking
for further explanations from the vicar, and demanding that, if
these were not satisfactory, a special meeting should be called to
expel the offender from the Union. It is true that Wood later
agreed to limit his resolution for the moment to a request for
explanations, but since these, so far as the affair admitted of ex-
planation at all, had already been given, the second and post-
poned half of the resolution would necessarily follow. Mean-
while the vicar, unwilling to embarrass his president, volun-
tarily resigned his office and membership. The Council, in the
teeth of Halifax's opposition, voted to accept the resignation,
only to find that, in escaping one pitfall, it had slipped into an-
other. For Halifax, feeling that a grave injustice had been done,
wrote to Colonel Hardy, the secretary of the Union, asking
him to place the resignation of the president in the hands of the
Council. The first whisper of this calamity mobilised the peace-
makers, and Athelstan Riley, H. M. Villiers, and J. A, Shaw
Stewart wrote expostulatory letters to Halifax. The affair
dragged on to the dose of the year, ending, as such affairs gen-
erally do, with both parties climbing down a litde* Indeed, as
Halifax, when his wrath had had time to cool, admitted to